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The Greatest Port East of the Suez

The kolis plighed between the seven
islands, the pirates along the Malabar
Coast intercepted trade routes, the
Portuguese built forts to protect their
territories along the western coast
and then came the dreams and dowry £
that sealed the fate of our islands. |
This is our heritage, which will soon
betransported toadream land.

Gerald Aungier, who later became the
second governor of Bombay, came
down from Surat in search of a
suitable alternative to the East India
Company's only port on the west
coast of India, which was silting fast. The
Company needed better facilities for their
fast growing trade routes. He dreamt of a
'harbour waiting to be created. The
islands were negotiated as royal dowry in
1662 at the wedding King Charles II of
England to the Portuguese Duchess
Catherine of Braganza. In 1668 the King
declared that the Company was to be 'the
true Lords and Proprietors of the Port and
islands at the yearly rental of Pounds 10'
and aloan of Pounds 50,000 @ 6% interest.
A princely sumthen!

To build this Port, ship and dock builders,
the Parsis were invited from Surat and the
labour came from the Konkan coast. The
islands were not fused into one land mass
and thus there were no roads or railways.
The only mode of transport was the sea,
and so men travelled up in their dhows and
later by coastal steamers. All docked at the
fisher-folks dock, where they moored their
boats and brought the fresh catch of the
day.

There was no regular dock or pier for
transport of goods or people. In 1835 the
Government started leasing land to
private individuals to build wet docks and
basins. The first local to take this
opportunity was Lakshman Hari
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Chandarjee Ajinkya, called 'Bhau' (older
brother) as respect. The Pathare Prabhus
were one of the oldest migrants to the
islands, and he was one of that community.
He constructed Bombay's first wet docks
at Carnac and Claire bunders for goods,
and one for passengers in 1841. This
passenger dock is called 'Bhaucha
Dhakka' even today. It is Mumbai's Ferry
Wharf, used for connections to Mora and
Rewas, and onwards to Uran and Alibag.

As trade increased, the Port grew with
addition of several docks, shipbuilding
facilities and even a district for offices
dealing with these services. The Bombay
Port Trust (BPT) was established on 23rd
June 1863 with Colonel J. A. Ballard as its
first chairman. Prince's Dock was
commissioned in 1880 and Alexandra
Dock thereafter. The rocks excavated by
construction of the latter were used for
reclaiming 22 acres between 1914 and
1918, and the area thus created was used
for the Port House and as a business
district. It was named Ballard Estate and
Ballard Pier in memory of its Founder.

Ballard Estate was designed by a single
architect, George Wittet, to maintain a
uniform style and design. The style is
Edwardian neoclassical with European
Renaissance facades. Further from the

Port House stands the War Memorial
testimony to the 18,70,000 troops, 3,046
transport and 2,073 hospital trains which
left these docks for the Great War (World
War I) from 1914-1918. Many sacrificed
their lives or were buried at sea. Germany
formally surrendered on 11th November
1918, and the world bows its head in
commemoration of this day.

The 1970s brought to attention the need to
expand further, to cope with container
cargo and distribution all over the
country. This led to the establishment in
1989 of the Nhava Sheva port across
Mumbai Harbour, on the Konkan
mainland, the Jawaharlal Nehru Port with
its own controlling Trust, the JNPT. Most
containers are now handled here.

The Mumbai Port was and will continue to
be the 'Gateway to India". It is changing its
character tobecome a'Peoples Port'rather
than merely a 'Cargo Port'. It will
transform over the next few years.

The Mumbai Port Trust is the largest land
owner in the city. It has in its control the
total 400 sq. kms. (150 sq. miles)along the
eastern sea-front, from Colaba to Wadala.
This amounts to 721.21 hectares or 1,800
acres. There are great plans to develop
960 hectares of this vast area for the
benefit of the city & its citizens - with the
underlying theme of 'Open, Connected
and Green'.
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Fortunately, to keep this land from meeting the same fate as the
large Mill Lands in Mumbai, the Government of India has
sanctioned this development under Special Purpose Authority
(SPA). This SPA will give authority for planning, appraisal,
implementation, management and powers to raise requisite
funds outside other development plans for the city.

The detailed proposal can be viewed on MbPT website
www.mumbaiport.gov.in

Planned are

-Domestic and International cruise terminals

-Marina for berthing yachts

- Sea-side promenades

- Restaurants serving local and international cuisines

-Floating restaurants

- Entertainment zone with skating rink, amphitheatre, museum

- Central Park, larger than the one in New York. Around this will
be controlled development of houses, hospital, school
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- Longest ropeway in the world to connect Mumbai and
ElephantaIsland.

Coastal Tourism has already started from the renovated
Domestic Terminal at Bhaucha Dhakka or Ferry Wharf. Come
cruise down to Goa, a journey of just 17 hours on a luxury ship, or
take the Ro Pax service across the sea and drive on and off in your
own car to Mandwa, Nerul and Dighi.

International Cruise Terminal is under construction and
expected to be operational by December 2019. Already there are
300-400 cruises planned using these docking facilities.

Bombay Harbour was Gerald Aungier's dream for a trading port
in the 17th Century, today it is a dream for all citizens. A dream
wherein Mumbai will continue as the 'greatest Port' and Gateway
toIndia.

Anita Garware
Chairperson,
Indian Heritage Society - Mumbai.
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