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Restoration of University's Fort Campus Heritage Structures

As the clock that keeps time for Mumbai
rang the hour of 8 pm and the last notes of
the Indian National Anthem faded into
silence on the night of 25th February 1995,
the audience seated in front of The
University of Mumbai awakened to a new
project. The need to repair and restore these
magnificent heritage structures to their
former glory, and to hold them in trust for
future generations of students, scholars,
citizens of India and international visitors.

That evening, the Chancellor of the British
Exchequer, who was the Chief Guest at Wah
Mumbai! (a son-et-lumiere produced by the
Indian Heritage Society) spontaneously,
offered financial assistance on behalf of
British Industry in India to restore the bro-
ken and damaged beautiful stained glass of
the two buildings. To carry forward this
effort - at a monumental scale - [HS began
to raise funds that would preserve this
institution from its plinth... to its panes, so
the sunlight would stream through the
stained glass window of The University of
Mumbai, once again.

The University of Bombay, as it was first
known, is one of India's oldest universities,
along with the Universities of Calcutta and
Madras. This hallowed seat of learning was
born in 1857, during the First War for Indian
Independence, when the country was still
under British rule. Its legendary roll call of
students includes fathers of the Indian
Independence movement: Balgangadhar
Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi, Dadabhai Nowroji
and Dr B.R. Ambedkar; the makers of
modern India: Pherozeshah Mehta and Dr
Homi Bhabha; social reformers and
educationists: Dhondo Keshav Karve and
Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar and most
significantly, Cornelia Sorabji the first
woman to graduate from The University of
Mumbaiin 1883.

Though inspired by The University of
London, The University of Bombay was and
continues to be inextricably linked with the
history of Bombay and India in terms of its
architecture, ethos, scholarship and has
played a pivotal role as a nation builder. By
1996, just after the city reverted to its
original name Mumbai, the university was
quick to echo this change and was renamed
The University of Mumbai. History is hou-
sed not just in the library, the halls, corridors
and stones of this magnificent building but
also in the tomes that bear testimony to the
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contributions of its former students to
independence, the constitution of India, the
humanities, medicine, life sciences, social
reform and space exploration.

In 1995, The University of Mumbai became
the perfect site to celebrate the centenerary
of the Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII), (Western Region). This prestigious
industry body invited the Indian Heritage
Society (IHS) to present a unique
programme to create awareness for the pre-
servation and restoration of Mumbai. The
IHS a Non-Governmental Organisation
(NGO), with members who share a passion
for the past. The aim is to bring awareness
and assist in carrying forward natural,
cultural and architectural heritage.

This became the aegis for Wah Mumbai! On
the nights when Wah Mumbai! went live
over the illuminated Rajabai Clock Tower
and The University of Mumbai building. The
story of the city echoed over the Mumbai
sky, shows were houseful with people seated
along Karmavir Bhaurao Patil Marg and the
Oval Maidan.

The Rajabai Clock Tower, once the tallest
structure in the city with its four clock faces
looking onto the cardinal directions,
featured in the son-et-lumiére as a narrative
device to tell the story of seven swampy
islands that were thrown up by a volcanic
eruption a 100 million years ago, which have
turned into the commercial metropolis and
first city of India.

Re-acquainting citizens of Mumbai with its
makers and monuments, the son-et-lumiére
conveyed the story of the islands that passed
as dowry between two European powers and
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the spectacular engineering feats which

turned the seven sisters of the sea into one
contiguous landmass that became India's
largest port and industrial base in the 19th
century. The narrative arc connected the
story of how Mumbai Fort that was raised to
make way for a globally-connected city that
continues to create fortunes, attract talent
and build new monuments in its wake.

The IHS had the expertise to organise this
show as it had successfully organised
several heritage awareness events in the
city. The 'Urban Heritage Awards’ prog-
ramme was introduced in 1989 to create
consciousness among Mumbai's citizens
about the diversity and richness of city's
architectural heritage. Today over 50 heri-
tage buildings and gardens proudly display
the distinguishing white marble plaque
awarded by the IHS. The annual Banganga
Festival was initiated in 1992 by the IHS, in
an effort to use Hindustani classical music
to save a treasured heritage site, the
Banganga Tank which wasbuiltin 1127 AD.

The University of Mumbai had received two
separate awards from the IHS for the
Convocation Hall and another for the
Rajabai Clock Tower. Thus it was natural for
the IHS to coordinate a project to repair and
restore these two structures and to seek
necessary financial support and guide the
effortsin phases.

For the first phase of the restoration project,
an expert from the University of York (UK)
guided and trained local students from JJ
School of Architecture to carry out the
intricate work on the stained glass.
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Support for the second phase- restoration of the Convocation Hall-
came from the Late Pandit Bhimsen Joshi. Though he was schooled
in the Khayal tradition of Hindustani classical music, Panditji
confessed he was full of awe for this magnificent structure and
graciously agreed to perform in "these hallowed premises" on the
20th of April 1997. Fortunately, with further support from several
donors, the Hall was brought back to its former glory in time to
celebrate 150 years of The University of Mumbai in 2007. Befitting
the event and the occasion of The University of Mumbai's
sesquicentennial celebrationsin 2007.

The IHS continued seeking support, as the members considered
the Rajabai Clock Tower and the Library buildings extremely
important in the history of the city. The very site of the buildings in
south Mumbai, between the Secretariat and the High Court,
displays the respect for The University of Mumbai and Library as
seats of learning. The surrounding gardens endow the site with
quietude and verdancy, which in turn inspire respect, study and
research.

Bombay Fort

These magnificent monuments that have replaced the razed
ramparts, moat and walls of Bombay Fort were built during a
planned rehabilitation of Mumbai in 1862. This was after the Indian
War of Independence in 1857 when the British Crown took charge
of the islands from the East India Company. Bombay Fort was
thought to be too congested, unhealthy and constricting. It was
time for the city to be born... this time as a modern metropolis with
ports, centres of industry and commerce and hallowed institutions
oflearning.

Well known architects were commissioned to design public
buildings in the now redundant moat. Sir Gilbert Scott was
entrusted with the designing of The University of Mumbeai's
Convocation Hall, Rajabai Clock Tower and Library.

Thesebuildings, like all others in the world bear witness to eras and
the aspirations of the people who inhabited the land. Architecture
became the physical manifestation of culture, and these buildings
encompass Hindu, Saracenic and of course neo-gothic styles. Icons
that we hold in trust for future generations.

The constructions of the buildings for the University were funded
by munificent donations from two eminent traders in the city. The
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Convocation Hall by Sir Jamshetji Jeejibhoy and Rajabai Clock
Tower with its adjacent Library, by Premchand Roychand.

The IHS approached Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) because of
their interest in conservation and support of heritage efforts such
as the Elephanta Festival and Mumbai Sanskriti. They readily
agreed to support all expenditure for the repairs and restoration
project. There are nowords to express our sincere gratitude to TCS.

The University of Mumbai appointed the reputed architectural
consultancy practice of Somaya & Kalappa and restoration started
in2012.

Reflecting a bond based on shared beliefs, philanthropy and
expertise, today this scholars institution of learning has been
conserved for the coming generations of students, and citizens.
The clock in the Rajabai Tower will continue to tell the time for the
city, and the Library will remain the repository of knowledge - Our
timeless heritage.

UNESCO recognized the meticulous work in the restoration, and
their Director (India) presented the 'Asia-Pacific Award for
Cultural Conservation 2018' to His Excellency Shri Vidyasagar
Rao, Governor and Chancellor of the University of Mumbai at a
function in the magnificent Library on 21st August 2019. The
plaque notes

“The recent renewal of the University of Mumbai's Rajabai Clock
Tower and Library opens up a new chapter for one of the city's neo-
Gothic landmarks. A comprehensive programme of restoration
arrested decay and stabilized the stone masonry, interior timber
structure and extensive decorative works. The project was well
thought through and the quality of conservation reflects a
competent hand, employing local craftsmanship and materials
that sustain the authenticity of the historic fabric”.

Work on the interior and exterior lighting is in progress and it is
hoped that early in the next year the Clock will continue to chime
every quarter, and the Tower will light the skies over the Oval.

Dr. Anita Garware
Chairperson,
Indian Heritage Society, Mumbai.

Pictures - On the Left: Restored University Library: Centre: UNESCO - Director (India) Mr Eric Falt presenting the UNESCO award
to His Excellency Shri Vidyasagar Rao, Governor and Chancellor of the University of Mumbai. On the Right: one of the statues on
the exterior facade of the building depicting different castes of western India.
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