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One of the seven islands that rose up from
the seas to make today's metropolis. A
smaller island on the north-east of the
main Mumbai island. A rocky island with
many mango trees, like so many others
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along the Konkan coast.

Like all the islands, it was originally
inhabited by the fisherfolk (kolis). The
word 'Mazagaon' is derived from the
Sanskrit word 'Matsya Gram', meaning a
fishing village. However, to the many
communities who settled here
subsequently the word has taken on
different meanings. To the Marathis it is
'my village', to others it suggests
Portuguese origin, with the name
borrowed from a city and fort in Morocco
called 'Mazagao'. Whatever it may be, the
island has a rich history, with varied
cultures.

The first Portuguese settlers were the
Jesuits, who built the first church in the
16th century and claimed the island as
their own. However, in 1572 King
Sebastian of Portugal granted the island to
the de Lima Souza family, from whom the
D'Souzas trace their descent. The island
changed hands again in 1662 when it was
given as dowry to the English crown, on
the marriage of Charles II to Catherine of
Braganza, who leased it to the English East
India Company.

Mazgaon Fort

MAZGAON

In 1690 the Sidi of Janjira, an admiral in
the Mughal navy, laid claim to the island
for oneyear only, till he was driven away by
a young man, Rustomji Dorabji, who
organized a fisherman's fleet. The
ownership of the island reverted back to
the English East India Company and they
built the Mazgaon Fort to protect
themselves from future attacks.

The English East India Company
established itself on the main Mumbai
island, but due to growth of trade and
various other reasons, felt the need to join
the islands into one land mass. The first
link was on the west in 1772, joining main
Mumbai island and Worli. This was
followed by land reclamations and other
causeways.
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Today Mazgaon bears witness to all those
who settled here. The early churches and
institutions established by the Jesuits; the
villages of 'Matharpacady’; the tomb of
Nawab Ayaz Ali, a relative of Tipu Sultan,
who fled here and sought refuge with the
Sidi ; the neo-classical house 'Tarala' built
by the Wadia family and a century later
sold to the Jeejeebhoy family and then
became the 'Sadar Adalat' in 1925 when
they moved to Malabar Hill. The Adalat
was taken over by the army and then
donated to the J. J. Hospital in 1943. When
the Esplanade was cleared from the Fort,
the armoury was moved from Bombay
Castle in 1760, and gave the name
'Gunpowder Lane' to its new location.

Kwan Kung Temple

There is the beautiful mausoleum of Aga
Khan I, referred to as the 'Taj Mahal in
Mumbeai' and the only Chinese shrine, the
Kwan Kung Temple.

The Mazgaon docks and Bombay Port
developed. Mazgaon saw slow decline and
neighbouring Byculla became the
fashionable place for residences. The sad
story of growth of cities.

L Dr. Anita Garware

§ = Chairperson,

£\ Indian Heritage Society,
8 Mumbai.



	Page 1

